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Initial Climate Change Focus

• Almost exclusively on emissions reduction 
and climate change mitigation

• West Coast Governor’s Global Warming 
Initiative (Started in 2003)

• Governor’s Global Warming Advisory 
Group (2004) – resulted in Oregon 
Strategy for Greenhouse Gas Reductions



Mitigation Continued

Key Strategy Implementation:
• Adoption of California Tailpipe Standards 

(2005)
• Adoption of Statewide GHG Reduction 

Goals (by Governor directive) (2005)
• Adoption of RPS and RFS (2007)
• Extend 3% Public Purpose Charge for 

energy efficiency and renewables (2007)
• Join Western Climate Initiative (2007) 



Climate Change 
Integration Group (CCIG)

• In 2007, Governor appointed CCIG to continue 
mitigation work of the prior Advisory Group, but 
also, to develop initial report/recommendations 
for Adaptation

• Focus on four primary areas:
– Create preparation/adaptation 

strategy for Oregon
– Implement and monitor mitigation measures from 

the “Oregon Strategy” report (+ devise new ones)
– Serve as a clearinghouse for Oregon climate 

change information and conduct public education.
– Explore new research areas for the universities.



CCIG Deliberations on 
Adaptation and Preparation

• State agencies briefed members on status 
of adaptation/preparation activities
– Example:  Oregon  Parks and Recreation 

does the permitting for coastal “armoring”, but 
the rate of damage along the coastlines is 
moving faster than their permitting process 
can accommodate.  They are examining 
changes to their processes so that the 
balance between preservation and protection 
can be maintained in light of these changes.   



CCIG Final Report

• Immediately begin preparing for climate change .
• Require and encourage all government agencies to 

adopt and implement climate change preparation plans. 
• Assess existing capacity and develop governance 

systems appropriate for the rate and scale of change 
that will accompany climate change. 

• Assess existing finance mechanisms and develop new 
funding options as needed to account for the longer time 
frames required to effectively prepare for climate 
change.

• Prioritize increasing resiliency within Oregon’s natural, 
built, human and economic systems before major 
impacts occur.



Transform Our Planning Processes 
to Deal with Climate Change 

• Incorporate climate change effects and impacts 
into new transportation initiatives.

• Redesign planning tools to account for the future 
impacts of climate change. 

• Use and continually improve adaptive 
management processes and contingency 
planning.

• Plan at larger scales to ensure that climate 
preparation in one sector or region does not 
affect preparation elsewhere. 



Incorporate the Public Health 
Implications of Climate Change

• Integrate the public health impacts of climate 
change into the policy, planning, and preparation 
for climate change done by the Global Warming 
Commission, the state, and the research sector.

• Recognize and incorporate the benefits to public 
health of many climate change mitigation, 
preparation, and adaptation activities.

• Watch for unintended public health 
consequences of climate change mitigation, 
adaptation, and preparation activities.



University of Oregon 
Report on Adaptation

• The Climate Leadership Initiative, Institute for a 
Sustainable Environment, at the University of Oregon 
is completing report titled:
“Preparing the Pacific Northwest for Climate Change: 
A Framework for Integrative Preparation Planning for 
Natural, Human, Built and Economic Systems”

• The report examines four sectors: 1) natural systems, 
defined as ecosystems and biodiversity; 2) built 
systems, defined as buildings, road, energy and 
water systems and other critical infrastructure; 3) 
human systems, defined as public health, emergency 
management, and social service functions; and 4) 
economic systems, defined as forestry, agriculture, 
high tech and other industries. 



HB 3543 Legislation

• In 2007, the Oregon Legislature entered the 
game and enacted HB 3543.  It codified the 
Governor’s reduction goals
– Arrest growth of emissions by 2010.
– 10 percent below 1990 levels by 2020.
– 75 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.

• Created the Permanent Global Warming 
Commission 

• Created the Oregon Climate Change Research 
Institute.



Legislative Direction to 
Global Warming Commission

• Duties split between Adaptation/Preparation 
and Mitigation:
“The Oregon Global Warming Commission 
shall recommend ways to coordinate state 
and local efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in Oregon … and shall 
recommend efforts to help Oregon 
prepare for the effects of global warming .”



Makeup of Global Warming 
Commission

• Consists of 25 members, 11 of which are 
voting members and 14 ex officio non-voting 
members.

• Assigns a number of state agency directors 
to the ex officio slots, creating a de facto
interagency task force on climate change.

• Agriculture, Forestry, Wineries, and 
Transportation among those represented –
all have a special interest in adaptation.



Climate Change Research 
Institute

• Umbrella for climate change research 
throughout Oregon University System 
(OUS) with its own director.

• Charged with assisting Oregonians, local 
governments, and the State with 
adaptation and preparation activities.



Role of Federal 
Government

• Require and/or create support for 
comprehensive state or local planning.

• Provide funding for climate research and 
mapping/forecasting (e.g. state geologists 
(DOGAMI) mapping and forecasting 
shoreline impacts.

• Create incentives for states to integrate 
climate change policy and greenhouse 
gas reductions into existing federal 
funding (e.g. transportation funding) 



More Information

• Western Climate Initiative Website
http://westernclimateinitiative.org

• Oregon Climate Change Portal
http://www.oregon.gov/ENERGY/GBLWRM/Portal.shtml

David Van’t Hof – david.vanthof@state.or.us


