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Personal Views

Climate Change and its Impacts

· The IPCC Second Assessment Reports indicates there is discernible evidence that human activities are contributing to global warming.

· The IPCC Third Assessment Report (TAR) links economic  development in the developed countries with global warming in the last 200 years.

· Climate change is a reality and is occurring now.

· The TAR also points out very clear that the poor communities will suffer most because of their low adaptive capacity.

· Urgent need to redress the adverse effects of climate change through concrete adaptation programmes, particulrly in the least developed country Parties.

Equity as it Relates to Mitigation 

· The UNFCCC recognizes that developed country Parties have largely contributed to global warming.  It also recognizes the right of developing country Parties to development and hence the need for their emissions to grow. This is reflected in the text below:

· “Noting that the largest share of historical and current global emissions of greenhouse gases has originated in developed countries, that per capita emissions in developing countries are still relatively low and that the share of global emissions originating in developing countries will grow to meet their social and development needs”.

· The UNFCCC obligates all Parties to contribute to the attainment of the objective of the Convention but it also recognizes the different capabilities among Parties. Article 3.1 of the UNFCCC states:

· “The Parties should protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generation of humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities.  Accordingly the developed country Parties should take the lead in combating climate change and adverse effects thereof”.

· Responsibilities for solving the climate change problem takes into account contribution of each country.

Equity as it Relates to Adaptation 

· Equity as it relates to adaptation must be interpreted in a different context, in the context of compensation for the damage done to society.  The UNFCCC recognizes the contribution of developed country Parties to the damage and mandates them to meet the cost of adaptation.  This is reflected in Article 3.2 and 4.4 as indicated below:

· “The specific needs and special circumstances of developing country Parties, especially those that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, and those Parties, especially developing country Parties, that would have to bear a disproportionate burden under the climate change, should be given full consideration”. 

· “The developed country Parties and other Parties included in Annex II shall also assist the developing country Parties that are particularly vulnerable to adverse effects of climate change in meeting the cost of adaptation to those adverse effects”.

· The cost of adaptation is not aid.  Aid is voluntary while the UNFCCC obligates developed countries to meet the cost of adaptation.

· The UNFCCC provides for support to meet the cost of adaptation.  There is no excuse whatsoever to defer adaptation to the implementation of CDM Projects, particularly with current position of the Bush Administration.

· The Kyoto Protocol also does provide for adaptation under the Clean Development Mechanism.

· The least developed country Parties and small island developing states are recognized as most vulnerable.

· Adaptation in the most vulnerable countries is of utmost importance and must be given some level of urgency.

Conclusion

· The conference should devote a reasonable amount of its time discussing how equity can be applied in the context of adaptation rather spending a lot of effort attempting to put the burden of greenhouse gas emission reduction on developing country Parties.

· The discussions should be guided by human dignity considerations rather than pure economic considerations.
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